USING THE “BRACES & BRASS” INSTRUCTIONAL ICONS
Tha following icons are usad throughout the book as instructional reminders o the player.

P Thig ican remnds the player lo REST FREGUENTLY as they practice. “Braces & Brass’ suggests
/REST-, that you will accomplish more with a fresh lip than you will with one that is tieed. In pursung the task
FREGQUENTLY of regaining proficiency and confral of the embouchure, frequent rests can be very beneficial.

This icon reminds the player DO NOT FORCE THE HIGH TONES. Challanging the range should be
"'3'1_' dane intelligemly, with as liide stress to the embouchure gs possinle. Be palient with e range and
FU’ELE response. ALWAYS WORK FOR A PRECISE, CLEAR RESPONSE WITH EACH TOME.
HIGH
MNOTES

This lcon reminds the student to play with MINIBAL MOUTHRIECE PRESSURE.  Realstically it is
impczsible o play with no pressure, however i those places whers this symbal 8 shown, the neead
is to play with the greatest ease and least mouthpiece pressure possible.

This lcon s a reminder 1o administer the EMBOUCHURE ASSESSMEMT which is kecaled on pages
5, 8 & 10 of this book. Thiz toxd alows the teacher and student to score and document progress.
Fage § explans the scoring and lay-out of the tesi, while page © 8 for the feacher to score the
student's FANGE, FLEXIBILITY I TONGLINWG » SLURRING, ATTACK RESPONSE: and PARTIAL
ACCURACY. 11 i suggested that the initial test e administered duning the first meeating fan_ A
PEETEST) before the studeni has begun fo praclice the "Braces & Bress™ malenals. It can be
ghven again &1 about the sikih week, {as & BEMCHMARK) ard finaly anyiime after the tenth week

las a POST-TEST L

Mate. The “Embouchure Assessment Performance Charl” on page 10 may be
photecopled and given to the student to read and play.

i:iT.A H L]
We are taught as begnners to use the vowel sound “tah® In producing an atlack on the instrument,
The "T" agplies 1o the actual attack of the note while the "ah” allows the player te produce a relaxed
throatl for proper air flew. This leon s a reminder to the player o tongue correctly, using the

TOMGUE “TAH" sound when inltiating the attack.

{TaH-oD-EEY Thig icon s & reminder for the student 1o use vowel sounds when slurming. This procedurs will help
e tha student achiewe & smodath kg slur, Use an “ah’ vowel for the low register, an “oo® for the middle
ragister, and “ee” in the high register
MOTE: As the tongue arches high, do not allow the back of the tongue to
tense, as this will constrict the alr stream.

‘E-E.E%
[" 0 lﬂI The procedure of praclicing slowly is crucial 1o becoming a fine player and musician, Slow
l. : praclica allows the student to play comectly.  Fast playing results in mistakes as well as the
n- v devalopment of bad playing haiis. Skow playing should always be done rhythmically.

Hﬂmemher The Thig lcon s used fo remnd the player o use the "pucker” which g discussad in the reading on

page 53 in the arbcle entibed MINIMAL PRESSURE STUDMES. The “pucker” provides the sbudent

Y = with a slight matural cushion at the cemter of the lip, which s helplul when attempting 1o play
PUE-KEH h|g|'|E[_




